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ADNA: Informing and Mobilizing US Grassroots Advocacy  
 

Our History  
Under the name of the Southern Africa Working Group (SAWG), this network was founded to share information and mobilize 
action in solidarity with the anti-Apartheid and grassroots liberation movements of the Southern African countries still remaining 
under white minority rule. With the successes of those movements during the late 80s and early 90s, SAWG needed to rename 
itself and define a new agenda. Adopting the new name - The Advocacy Network for Africa (ADNA) - it took up the task of 
addressing a broad spectrum of US/Africa foreign policy issues, with an expanded focus on sub-Saharan Africa, and some 
attention to the northern African countries.   For the past decade, ADNA has comprised over 50 organizations meeting monthly 
and collaborating on U.S. Africa policy.   
 

Our Purpose  
Today, ADNA has three primary objectives:  
- In Washington, DC we work to raise the level of understanding and attention to current events in Africa and in International 
policy and funding with Members of Congress, with the President, with key Administration officials, and in international 
organizations like the United Nations and the World Bank.  
- Additionally, we work nationally and internationally through the organizational members and contact networks to increase the 
flow of dependable and timely action-oriented information shared among the Africa advocacy community here in the US, and 
between US-based groups and African grassroots groups.  
- Finally, we mobilize progressive US voters across the country to be politically active on key US/Africa and International policy 
issues.  
 

What We Do  
The key to mounting effective popular political pressure on policy makers at the national and international level is to build a 
broad based, well-informed and persistently active constituency, especially where those officials are elected and accountable to 
the citizens. Collaboration among our organizations expands our reach and magnifies our effect. We share background 
information and action strategies such as situation updates from our partners in Africa, Action Alerts, petition campaigns, letter-
writing and call-in campaigns, advocacy days, public vigils and demonstrations, and other creative ideas through an e-mail 
communications system.  
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Introduction 
 
From August 4-6 2014, President Obama will host possible as many as 40 sitting heads of state from the 
African continent in Washington DC. The summit, which is said to be focused on good governance, security 
and trade and investment, will be a critical opportunity to discuss Africa’s progress in a number of areas and 
its potential.  It will also be an opportunity to address the obstacles and challenges to fully achieving that 
potential establish policies and programs, by the African heads of state, by the Obama administration 
One of the key influences on the development of sustainable democratic governance and human rights in 
Africa is U.S foreign policy toward the continent that has at times been beneficial for some of the countries 
and at times detrimental for others. It is a relationship that goes back centuries and continues to shape the 
United States as well as many of the countries in Africa. The summit will offer and opportunity to establish 
policies and programs, by the African heads of state, by the Obama administration and jointly to promote 
sustainable democracy and fully realized human rights for the citizens of the continent. 

The Commitment to Human rights and Democracy 

African Commitments to Democracy and Governance 

In 2007 the African Union adopted the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Good Governance. 
The promotion of democracy in Africa is underscored in several regional documents such as the New 
Partnership for African Development, the 2000 Lome declaration on unconstitutional changes of 
government and the Constitutive Act of the African Union1  

 

African Commitments to Human Rights 

Under the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights (ACHPR) and the International Covenants on Civil 
and Political Rights and Economic and Social Rights, the African people have the right to associate, assemble 
and express themselves freely among other rights.2   The African Union, (formerly the Organization of 
African Unity) created several continental institutions to operationalize these rights and help individual 
Africans enjoy their rights. These include the African Commission on Human and Peoples Rights, based in 
Banjul, the Gambia and the planned for African Court of Justice and Human Rights whose protocol was 
adopted by the African Union in 20083 
 
At the national level several countries have promulgated constitutions that draw on the ACHPR and the 
ICCPR or have human rights provisions written in to them. In addition a number of countries have created 
national human rights commissions or in some cases ombudsman to help promote and protect human 
rights.4 

Current Human Rights Trends and Realities 
 

The full enjoyment of human rights is of course not limited to international and regional charters or even to 

constitutions. Independent, robust institutions such as strong judiciaries, independent news and media, 

properly trained and accountable security forces and open political space for civil society institutions are also 

                                                           
1
 http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/compilation_democracy/ 

2
 http://www.chr.up.ac.za/index.php/treaties.html 

3
 http://www.africancourtcoalition.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=87:ratification-status-protocol-on-

the-statute-of-the-african-court-of-justice-and-human-rights&catid=7:african-union&Itemid=12 
4
 http://www.nanhri.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=107&Itemid=828&lang=en 



essential. Unfortunately, more often than not individual African nations have either ignored or flaunted their 

obligations under international and regional standards have undermined the critical institutions. Among the 

primary areas of concern are:  

Repression of Civil Society and the media 

In countries such as Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia and Zimbabwe, authorities continue often crack down on 

human rights and democracy activists and organizations as well as the independent press, effectively closing 

political space arresting and harassing people who criticize the government.5  

In addition, the governments tend to monopolize and control the media, such as newspapers, television 

stations, radio stations, and the Internet, while censoring independent and foreign media sources and 

attacking journalists, human rights defenders, and opposition party members. Essential freedoms have been 

restricted prior to government elections, such as during the run-up to the presidential and legislative elections 

in Sudan. Foreign funding for civil society organizations has been categorized as funding foreign agents who 

constitute threats to national interests and have been restricted in countries such as Ethiopia, Uganda and 

Rwanda.6 

Discrimination against Marginalized Communities   

LGBT community 

Consensual same-sex conduct is criminalized in 38 African countries, such as Cameroon, Zambia, South 

Sudan, Uganda, Nigeria, Liberia, Mauritania, and Ethiopia among others7. Sometimes individuals are arrested, 

charged, and sentenced without evidence of same-sex conduct and sometimes even have invasive medical 

examinations, such as anal examinations, to obtain “evidence” of such. In recent years, there has been 

increasing reports of people being harassed, marginalized, discriminated against, and attacked due to their real 

or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity, as there is no law prohibiting discrimination or hate crime 

against LGBT individuals, and the police and justice systems are failing to prevent such crimes.  

Women 

Women in Africa continue to face discrimination in terms of access to financial resources, access to political 

office and they are disproportionately victimized by gender based violence.8 The abduction of Nigerian 

schoolgirls and women by Boko Haram, in Uganda by the Lord’s Resistance Army, the rape and sexual abuse 

of women during the war in Darfur and by the armed groups of the Democratic Republic of the Congo all 

underscore the scale of the challenge facing women and girls in Africa.9 Further, women and girls across Sub-

Saharan Africa suffer from domestic violence, sexual harassment, female genital mutilation, and trafficking, 

and such abuse is reified by patriarchal cultural and social norms, as well as a lack of legal measures, capacity 

and all too often political will to protect women and their rights to be from violence. 

 

                                                           
5
 http://africlaw.files.wordpress.com/2012/06/limitation-of-the-right-to-freedom-of-association-in-afric.pdf 

http://www.article19.org/data/files/pdfs/publications/sub-saharan-africa-freedom-of-association-and-

assembly.pdf 

http://www.hrw.org/world-report/2014/country-chapters/ 

http://files.amnesty.org/air13/AmnestyInternational_AnnualReport2013_complete_en.pdf 
6
 http://en.rsf.org/africa-five-decades-after-independence-20-10-2010,38609.html 

7
 http://www.amnestyusa.org/sites/default/files/making_love_a_crime_-_africa_lgbti_report_emb_6.24.13_0.pdf 

8
 http://www.afrobarometer.org/files/documents/policy_brief/ab_r5_policypaperno8.pdf 

9
 http://www.fidh.org/en/africa/nigeria/15695-nigeria-women-continue-to-be-targeted-by-boko-haram 



Minority groups 

Discrimination against ethnic minorities, including indigenous peoples, and sectarian violence pervade Sub-

Saharan Africa. For example, there has been widespread ethnic cleansing of Muslim civilians in the western 

part of the Central African Republic; forced evictions of thousands of ethnic Amhara residents in Ethiopia; 

and communal violence between different ethnic groups in Nigeria’s middle belt, in addition to sectarian 

killings by Boko Haram. In the Niger Delta violent clashes between Nigerian security forces and armed wings 

of minority groups had erupted regularly until an amnesty agreement was reached in 2009 leading to a 

significant reduction in the violence. That amnesty agreement will expire in 2015. In Africa’s newest country, 

clashes between forces loyal or allied to former Vice President Riek Machar and the forces of the government 

of South Sudan led by President Salva Kir have taken on ethnic characteristics. Violent discrimination has 

manifested itself against economic immigrants in South Africa and against Somali refugee populations in 

Kenya. 

Armed Conflict 

Africa continues to suffer destabilization from a number of conflicts which have a negative impact on the 

respect and promotion of human rights. In 2014 conflicts continue in Sudan and South Sudan, the Central 

African Republic, Somalia and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Post conflict situations remain volatile 

in Mali and there is growing concern around the internal security in Northern Nigeria and the activities of 

Boko Haram. The violence and insecurity directly caused by conflict is compounded by its impact on 

livelihoods, education, health and the protection of rights.                  

US practices that undermine Human Rights and Democracy 
 

Several key US policy documents reiterate a commitment to democracy and human rights. The United States 

also has several programs aimed supporting free and fair elections and building democratic institutions, both 

as a matter of principle and in the interest of the national security of the nation. Despite these written and 

verbal commitments the United States all too often engages in practices that have undermined democracy and 

human rights in Africa as well as the long term national security of the country.     

Impact of the War on Terror on Human Rights in Africa 

In order to conduct U.S. Africa Command (AFRICOM) counterterrorism operations during the War on 

Terror, the United States has recruited African allies—Kenya, Uganda, Burundi, Dijbouti, and Ethiopia in the 

war against Somalia’s Al-Shabaab and Niger and Burkina Faso in the war against Al-Qaeda in the Maghreb 

(AQIM)—leading the U.S. to not demand accountability and instead overlook the human rights violations of 

their partner countries, such as torture, arbitrary arrest, and restriction of freedom of expression. In addition, 

the U.S. has even been implicated in participating in unlawful activities, such colluding with the governments 

of Kenya, Uganda, Ethiopia, and Somalia to maintain a secret detention program all in the name of 

countering terrorism.  

Key U.S. allies in the war on terror, with US, backing or acquiescence have implemented laws and policies in 

the name of opposing terrorism severely undermining fundamental rights and liberties without providing any 

additional legal safeguards. For example, successive US administrations have maintained their support and 

provided US security assistance to regimes in Rwanda, Uganda and Ethiopia despite poor records respecting 



human rights human or democracy documented by the U.S. Department of State’s Annual Report on Human 

Rights Practices.    

The Growing Gap between Policy and Practice 

The United States has also been inconsistent in vigor with which it tries to live up to its stated commitment to 

promote democratic practice, including free and fair elections. While the Bush and Obama administrations 

have been aggressive in their condemnation of actions of President Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe they have 

failed to challenge similar abuses of power by the governments of Rwanda, Ethiopia and Uganda where 

members of the political opposition are routinely harassed, jailed and conditions around national elections are 

far from free and fair.        

Recommendations  
1. Encourage countries that have poor human rights records at home, but which are supporting the U.S. in 

the fight against terrorism in their regions, to uphold basic human rights through both public and 
diplomatic channels. 

2. Increase long-term support to access for justice initiatives and to boost civil society capacity around good 
governance, human rights and to strengthen the rule of law.  

1. Promote public solidarity with marginalized groups and the civil society organizations advocating on their 
behalf as equal and legitimate stakeholders.  

2. Provide financial and technical support for civil society to engage in monitoring and reporting on judicial 

independence and increasing access to justice for individuals.  

3. In conjunction with counterterrorism and military/police assistance, provide support for justice and accountability 

mechanisms, such as human rights commissions, parliamentary oversight committees, and ombudsmen.  

4. As part of the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) reauthorization, include eligibility criteria 

regarding judicial and legislative independence, support for regional court bodies and acceptance of their 

decisions, and harmonization of local laws with international and regional human rights and good 

governance norms/treaties. These include the Protocol on the Establishment of the African Court on 

Human and Peoples' Rights and the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance. 

5. Review U.S. counterterrorism policy and assistance and ensure that such assistance promotes the rule of law and respect for 

human rights. Condition all U.S. counterterrorism assistance on security forces’ adherence to rule of law.      

 
  

 

Sincerely, 

 

THE AFRICA ADVOCACY NETWORK, and specifically:  

Africa Faith & Justice Network 

The Association of Concerned Africa Scholars Task Force on Human Security and Anti-Militarism 

Voices of Women and Children in Africa and Diaspora 

 



Appendix 1 

U.S. Programs on Democracy and Human Rights in Africa 

Overview of Africa Programs 

http://www.state.gov/j/drl/p/c22945.htm 

• The Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor (DRL) sponsors 24 democracy, human rights, 

and labor programs in Africa, such as programs on prevention of child soldier recruitment, voter 

empowerment, improved and expanded media coverage, and human rights monitoring and 

documentation. Funding for the programs exceeds $17 million.  

• Examples of programs 

o Sexual and Gender Based Violence (SGBV): In the DRC, DRL is working to incorporate 

communications technology (i.e. cell phones, early warning system, reporting hotline, digital 

mapping, videoconferencing) into current programming to increase civilian protection, 

investigation, and prosecution of SGBV cases in remote areas of North and South Kivu.  

o Bringing Media to “Information Dark” Areas: DRL created the Darfur News and 

Information Service (DNIS) so internally displaced persons and other vulnerable 

populations in Sudan can make informed decisions regarding issues that affect them, thereby 

promoting human rights, political dialogue, and peace processes.  

o Improving the rights of marginalized groups : DRL’s program in Tanzania will aid the 

Tanzanian government to develop comprehensive human rights legislation that protects 

marginalized groups by 1) drafting legal memoranda that outline international human rights 

standards, analyze comparative state practice, and detail methods to strengthen the 

Commission for Human Rights and Good Governance; 2) develop handbooks on human 

rights and minority protections; 3) analyze existing and proposed human rights legislation; 

and 4) hold workshops with the Commission on Human Rights and Good Governance to 

develop and enforce legal mechanisms that promote accountability and tolerance.  

Africa Programs by Country 

For details: http://www.state.gov/j/drl/p/121297.htm#ao 

• Angola: Improves public administration, democratic local government, and decentralization in 

Benguela Province 

• Burundi: Provides technical assistance to anti-corruption institutions in Burundi by promoting 

international standards and need-based technical assistance 

• Cote d’Ivoire: Works toward election reforms and fighting corruption—one DRL-partner provides 

technical advice to stakeholders on reforms to the voter registration and electoral processes, along 

with capacity building support for the Commission Electoral Independante, while the other partner 

builds awareness and capacity to combat corruption and human rights abuses through highly targeted 

awareness and mobilization campaigns.  

• Democratic Republic of the Congo: One DRL-partner seeks to stem gender-based violence and 

end impunity by establishing a legal aid clinic to represent victims of gender based violence, training 

judges to better adjudicate gender based crimes, building the capacity of the Bar Association to 

provide continuing legal education on gender based crimes, and providing legal aid and education to 

victims and their communities. Another DRL-partner provides capacity building support for the 



justice sector and NGOs by developing training courses in human rights for judges and police, 

training facilitators to conduct the courses, providing advice  to the Ministry of Justice and civil 

society groups on international and regional treaty monitoring, and organizing a forum in which 

human rights defenders and policy makers discuss human rights priorities and policy changes.  

• Ethiopia: Trains Ethiopian legal professionals in conflict managements and dispute resolution 

techniques under the Alternative Dispute Resolution model in order to improve the Ethiopian 

judiciary.  

• Guinea: One program teaches journalists from four regions of Guinea on how to cover elections 

with an emphasis on “citizen journalism,” while another works to educate civil society groups on 

their democratic and voter-participation rights; train community leaders to manage affairs 

transparently; provide media campaigns and increased civic awareness through community radio; and 

train youth and women groups managing radio stations, programming, and marketing.  

• Liberia: One program seeks to support and strengthen the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 

(TRC) by providing assistance with large-scale data collection and quantitative analysis of data to help 

answer questions regarding human rights violations. Meanwhile, another program seeks to strengthen 

the rule of law and combat impunity by building judicial capacity in four underserved counties, 

conducting a public education campaign in partnership with the Ministry of Justice on citizen’s rights 

and responsibilities, and creating dialogue about the relationship between traditional justice practices 

and international human rights standards.  

•  Sudan: Targets gender based violence by opening eight women’s centers in internally displaced 

persons camps throughout Darfur. These centers will provide literacy classes, health education, 

income-generating activities, and treatment for sexual violence.  

• Zimbabwe: Works to strengthen civil society and support human rights by increasing regional and 

international public awareness about the need for political and electoral reform, as well as 

strengthening the leadership and strategic capabilities of local civic organizations.  

Advancing Freedom and Democracy Report 2014 

http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/afdr/ 

• U.S. Government Support for Democracy and Human Rights: The U.S. government 

strengthens democratic institutions; supports civil society, enhances the rule of law and judicial 

independence; promotes political pluralism and free and fair electoral processes; promotes protection 

of independent media; promotes respect for internet freedom, freedom of association, and labor 

rights; advocates security sector reform; and promotes human rights for all members of society, 

regardless of nationality, social status, race, gender, ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, or gender 

identity.  

• List of U.S. Programs:  

o Vast range of democracy, human rights, and governance assistance programs implemented 

by USAID and the Human Rights and Democracy Fund, administered by the State 

Department’s Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor. 

o U.S.-Middle Eat Partnership Initiative (MEPI) 

o Near East Regional Democracy (NERD) program 

o Assistance to and Cooperative Activities with Eurasia (ACE) 

o Gender-Based Violence Emergency Response and Prevention Initiative  

o International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP) 



o Voluntary Visitors (VolVis)  

o Lincoln Learning Centers (LLC) 

o Ambassadors’ grants and other small grants (ASG) 

o American Corners 

o MEPI Leaders for Democracy Fellowship 

o Voice of America 

o Fulbright Fellowship 

o Humphrey Fellowship 

o Edward R. Murrow Fellowship 

 

 

  



Appendix 2 
 

Human Rights Abuses in Countries Receiving High Levels of U.S. Security Assistance 

 

Ethiopia 

The state stifled freedom of expression, severely restricting the activities of the independent media, political 

opposition parties and human rights organizations. Dissent was not tolerated in any sphere. The authorities 

imprisoned actual and perceived opponents of the government. Peaceful protests were suppressed. Arbitrary 

arrests and detention were common, and torture and other ill-treatment in detention centers were rife. Forced 

evictions were reported on a vast scale around the country. 

Uganda 

Restrictions on freedoms of expression and association continued. LGBTI people continued to face 

harassment. Police and other law enforcement officials continued to commit human rights violations, 

including torture, and perpetrators were not held to account. 

Rwanda 

The government continued to stifle legitimate freedom of expression and association. Cases of illegal 

detention and allegations of torture by Rwandan military intelligence were not investigated. Military support 

from Rwanda to the M23 armed group in the neighboring Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) 

tarnished Rwanda's international image built on economic development and low levels of corruption. The 

international community's support for Rwanda wavered. 

Mali 

The armed conflict in the north of the country and the military coup that ensued led to very serious human 

rights violations committed by the security forces, including extrajudicial executions, enforced disappearances 

and torture. Armed groups in the north committed abuses including sexual violence, deliberate and arbitrary 

killings and corporal punishments. Both sides recruited child soldiers. 

Somalia  

Armed conflict continued between pro-government forces, the African Union Mission in Somalia 

(AMISOM) and the Islamist armed group al-Shabab, in southern and central Somalia. Pro-government forces 

took control of a number of key towns from al-Shabab, including the port of Kismayo. Political transition 

ended the mandate of the Transitional Federal Government (TFG). A new parliament was selected in August, 

a new president was appointed in September and a new prime minister in October. Thousands of civilians 

were killed, injured or displaced by armed conflict and generalized violence. Aid agency access remained 

constrained by fighting, insecurity and restrictions imposed by parties to the conflict. Eighteen journalists 

were killed; others were attacked, harassed and forced into exile. Humanitarian and human rights workers also 

remained targets for abuses. Armed groups continued to forcibly recruit people, including children, and to 

abduct torture and unlawfully kill people. Serious human rights abuses, including war crimes, remained 

unpunished. In Somaliland, freedom of expression deteriorated, and one journalist was killed. 



 

Niger 

People accused of belonging to terrorist groups were ill-treated in detention. Several aid workers and their 

driver were abducted and held for three weeks by an armed group. 

Chad 

Trade unionists, journalists and human rights defenders were intimidated and the criminal justice system was 

used to harass political opponents. People continued to be arbitrarily arrested and held in lengthy pre-trial 

detention. Many children were recruited as child soldiers. Prison conditions remained extremely harsh. 

Impunity for human rights violations and abuses continued. 

 

 

 

 


